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By Dan Determan

The Pequot Lakes 
track and field 
team started its 

season the right way on 
Friday, April 16, with 
both the boys and girls 
finishing first overall at 
the Frostbite Invitational 
on their home track.

“It was so great 
to see these athletes 
get to participate in 
a track meet again - 
way overdue,” boys 
coach Dave Guenther 
said. “After losing last 
season, I think the kids, 
parents and coaches 
really appreciated a 
nice, sunny day on the 
track and field with 
the events. It was a 
smaller meet because of 
limitations, but at least 
it was a track meet.”

Both teams were 

bolstered by relay and 
field events, but Carly 
Chaney did secure a 
first-place finish for the 
girls in the 800-meter 
run. The 4x400 relay 
team also picked up a 
victory.

In the field, Lydia 
Hubbard picked up a 
win in the high jump, 
clearing 5 feet. Kelsey 
Polchow took the top 
spot in the long jump 
with a distance of 13 
feet, 8 inches, while 
Sydnie Wgeishofski was 
top in the triple jump 
with a distance of 31 
feet, 6.5 inches.

For the boys, Caleb 
Davis finished first in 
the 400-meter run and 
Charles Schiessl swept 
the 110- and 300-meter 
hurdles.

The 4x100 (Logan 
Hill, Cruz Megazinni, 
Bryce Fabian and Vinny 

Sposito), 4x200 (Paxton 
Goddard, Jaiden Biley, 
Alex Stahnke and Alex 

Kriesel) and 4x400 relay 
teams (Caleb Davis, 
Isaac Geroy, Megazinni 

and Sposito) all finished 
first.

Megazinni was the 

top finisher in the high 
jump (5-8) and the 
triple jump (41-1 1/2), 
while Garett Griffin was 
first in both the shot put 
(40-9) and the discus 
(113-9).

“I was so pleased with 
the smiles on all the 
kids’ faces as they were 
able to get out and enjoy 
the day,” Guenther said. 
“There were some good 
performances from all 
the athletes. We went 
into the meet not really 
knowing how things 
would go, but it was 
a lot of fun to get this 
first meet in.”

Girls Results
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Dan Determan may be reached at 
218-855-5879 or dan.determan@
pineandlakes.com. Follow him on 
Facebook and on Twitter at www.

twitter.com/@PEJ_Dan.
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PATRIOTS SWEEP FROSTBITE MEET

 Dan Determan / Echo Journal

Pitcher Konnor 
King struck out three 
and allowed just two 
earned runs on four 
hits and no walks to 
help the Pine River-
Backus Tigers earn a 
13-10, 10-2 North-
land Conference 
sweep of Laporte Fri-
day, April 16.

In the 13-10 Game 
One victory, Rian 
Struss was 2-4 with 
two RBIs and a run 
scored. Connor 
Tulenchik was 1-3 
with a triple, three 
RBIs and a run scored 
and Dalton Midden-
dorf drove in two 
runs and scored once 
himself.

Nolan Olivier 
pitched the win in 
relief.

Olivier drove in two 
runs in the nightcap. 

Owen Carlson scored 
three times and 
Trevor Redding was 
1-2 with two runs 
scored.

Game One
Pine River-Backus 13 5 2
Laporte 10 9 5
WP: Nolan Olivier. 2B: PRB-Rian 

Struss. 3B: PRB-Connor Tulen-
chik..

Game Two
Pine River-Backus 10 5 1
Laporte 2 4 4
WP: Konnor King. Conference: 

PRB 4-0. Overall: PRB 4-0.
Nevis 12, PR-B 0
A Dalton Mid-

dendorf double and 
a Rian Struss single 
were the only two 
hits for Pine River-

Backus in a 12-0 
Northland Confer-
ence loss to Nevis 
Monday, April 19.

The loss is the first 
of the season for the 
Tigers as they fall to 
4-1 overall.

Trevor Redding 
pitched one inning 
and gave up three 
runs on two hits.

PR-B 0 2 1
Nevis 12 10 1
WP: Lindow. LP: Trevor Redding. 

2B: Dalton Middendorf. Confer-
ence: PRB 4-1. Overall: PRB 4-1. 
Next: Pine River-Backus at Kelli-
her/Northome 4:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 22.

Tigers 
win two 
of three

Lena Richards / Echo Journal Correspondent

Pitcher Morgan Eckes 
propelled Pequot Lakes 
to two wins, including a 
no-hitter, as the Patriots 
finished 2-1 at the Frazee 
tournament Saturday, 
April 17.

In the team’s loss, Kai-
tlyn Geschchwill pitched 
a complete-game, finish-
ing with nine strikeouts 
and allowing two earned 
runs on six hits and two 
walks in a 3-1 loss to Dil-
worth-Glyndon-Felton. 
Taylor Sherack hit an RBI 
single in the seventh, but 
the Patriots left the bases 

loaded.
In a season-opening 1-0 

victory over Frazee, Maci 
Martini hit a solo home 
run in the fourth inning 
for the team’s lone run. It 
was her first varsity hit.

Eckes allowed two hits 
and four walks and struck 
out eight.

In a four-inning 16-1 
blowout of East Grand 
Forks, Eckes struck out 
five, walked four and didn’t 
allow a hit while giving up 
a single unearned run.

Maya Orvis finished 4-4 
with two doubles and five 

RBIs. Geschwill, Afton 
Crocker and Quinn Trot-
tier each posted two hits, 
including a home run by 
Geschwill.

Game One
Frazee 0 2 0
Pequot Lakes 1 7 0
WP: Morgan Eckes. LP: Annika Reirson. 

2B: . 3B: PL-Rita Ganeley. HR: PL-Maci 
Martini.

Game Two
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton 3 6 1
Pequot Lakes 1 1 1
WP: Makayla Ejeriruup. LP: Kaitlyn Gess-

chwill.
Game Three
East Grand Forks 1 0 4
Pequot Lakes 16 15 1
WP: Eckes. LP: Ella Eggers. 2B: PL-Afton

Crocker 2, Maya Orvis 2, Maci Martini, 
Morgan Eckes, Quinn Trottier. HR: PL-Ge-
schwill. Overall: PL 2-1.

Patriots open with 2 wins

Pine River-Backus’ Kyosuke Marcum 
grabbed first place in the triple jump 
and second place in the high jump and 
100-meter dash in a Park Region Confer-
ence meet Thursday, April 15, at Pillager, 
helping the Tiger boys finish third out of 
five teams.

Finnegan O’Dell finished first in the 
pole vault and Nathan Nations grabbed 

the second spot in the 1600-meter run for 
the Tigers boys.

For the Tiger girls, who finished fifth, 
Alaura Dahl led the way with a third-place 
finish in the triple jump and a fourth-
place finish in the 800-meter race.

Ashley Crawford and Claire Dahl also 
had fourth-place finishes in the 400-
meter dash and the shot put, respectively.

PR-B boys 3rd, girls 5th in Pillager


