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Kelly Verheyden
Job: Manager, Kensington-Normal
Heights Library, San Diego Public Library

She recommends: “Eight Perfect 
Murders” by Peter Swanson
(William Morrow-HarperCollins, 2020;
270 pages)

Why? Malcolm Kershaw is a bookseller
and mystery reader. In fact, he is such a
fan of mystery novels, he wrote a blog
post ranking the eight perfect murders

committed in works of fiction, including “Strangers on a Train” by
Patricia Highsmith. One snowy day, an FBI agent visits his shop
with the theory that someone is committing murders based on the
eight perfect murders he identified in the novels. Malcolm is not
the innocent bookseller you think at the beginning of the book, but
that only makes you want to read more and find out why the killer
is targeting him. The plot moves quickly, with many twists and
turns. I like to try to figure out the identity of the killer before the
author tells the reader and I didn’t quite get there with this novel,
making this an unpredictable read.

Seth Marko
Job: Owner, The Book Catapult

He recommends: “Matrix” by Lauren Groff
(Riverhead Books, 2021; 272 pages) 

Why? Lauren Groff’s 2015 National Book
Award finalist, “Fates and Furies,” was one
of my favorite books from that year. “Matrix”
is absolutely nothing like it and is somehow
an even better book. I’m not sure how Groff
managed the pivot from that previous con-
temporary novel of marriage to this 12th-

century story of a nunnery, but “Matrix” is an absolute masterpiece of
historical fiction. Marie is cast out from the court of Eleanor of Aqui-
tane to a nunnery in the English countryside, where she becomes a
visionary prioress devoted to the protection of her sisters and the
sustainability of her faith and the utopian abbey she creates. Remark-
ably (or perhaps, predictably) this 800-year-old story of female inge-
nuity, power and resiliency in a male-dominated society rings true
and timely today. It’s powerful, ambitious and lovely — I wasn’t sure
what it would be when I started, but I found it so utterly compelling
and gorgeous, it’s definitely one of the best books I’ve read this year.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLERS
Fiction 

1. “Beautiful World, Where Are You”
by Sally Rooney (Farrar, Straus & Giroux)

2. “Forgotten in Death” by J.D. Robb (St. Martin’s) 

3. “Billy Summers” by Stephen King (Scribner) 

4. “A Slow Fire Burning”
by Paula Hawkins (Riverhead)

5. “Matrix” by Lauren Groff (Riverhead)

6. “Rock Paper Scissors” by Alice Feeney (Flatiron)

7. “The Last Thing He Told Me”
by Louise Penny (Minotaur)

8. “The Madness of Crowds” 
by Laura Dave (Simon & Schuster) 

9. “The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig (Viking) 

10. “The Night She Disappeared” by Lisa Jewell (Atria)

Nonfiction 

1. “American Marxism”
by Mark R. Levin (Threshold Editions) 

2. “Countdown Bin Laden” by Chris Wallace with
Mitch Weiss (Avid Reader/Simon & Schuster) 

3. “Beautiful Country” by Qian Julie Wang (Doubleday)

4. “This Bright Future”
by Bobby Hall (Simon & Schuster)

5. “What Happened to You?” 
by Bruce D. Perry and Oprah Winfrey (Flatiron)

6. “The Afghanistan Papers” 
by Craig Whitlock (Simon & Schuster)

7. “The Long Slide”
by Tucker Carlson (Threshold Editions)

8. “The American Experiment” 
by David M. Rubenstein (Simon & Schuster)

9. “Forever Young” by Hayley Mills (Grand Central)

10. “Greenlights”
by Matthew McConaughey (Crown)

WARWICK’S TOP SELLERS 
1. “Enemy at the Gates” by Vince Flynn and Kyle Mills

2. “The Rose Code” by Kate Quinn 

3. “Antoni: Let’s Do Dinner” by Antoni Porowski 

4. “Harlem Shuffle” by Colson Whitehead 

5. “The Beekeeper of Aleppo” by Christy Lefteri 

6. “Matrix” by Lauren Groff 

7. “Beautiful World, Where Are You” by Sally Rooney 

8. “The Night Watchman” by Louise Erdrich 

9. “Vesper Flights” by Helen Macdonald 

10. “Migrations” by Charlotte McConaghy

CALENDAR
MYSTERIOUS GALAXY, (619) 539-7137 
Online: mystgalaxy.com

Virtual event with Alex Pheby (“Mordew”) in conver-
sation with Christopher Buehlman, 6 p.m. Monday. 

Virtual event with Roshani Chokshi (“The Bronzed
Beast”), 6 p.m. Tuesday. 

Ticketed virtual event with C.S. Pacat (“Dark Rise”) in
conversation with Chloe Gong, 7 p.m. Wednesday. 

Virtual event with Lyndall Clipstone (“Lakesedge”)
and Cyla Panin (“Stalking Shadows”), 7 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Virtual event with Sonia Hartl (“The Lost Girls”) and
Breeana Shields (“The Splendor”), 7 p.m. Friday. 

WARWICK’S, (858) 454-0347 
Online: warwicks.com

In-person event with Christina Furnival (“The Not-So-
Friendly Friend”), 2 p.m. today. 

Ticketed virtual event with Steven Pinker (“Rational-
ity”) in conversation with Adam Grant, 4 p.m. 
Tuesday.

Virtual event with Hank Phillippi Ryan (“Her Perfect
Life”) in conversation with Kate White, 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday. 

Ticketed virtual event with Trisha Yearwood (“Trisha’s
Kitchen”), 4:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Virtual event with Lecia Cornwall (“The Woman at the
Front”) and Stephanie Marie Thornton (“A Most
Clever Girl”), 5:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Virtual event with Denise Heinze (“The Brief and True
Report of Temperance Flowerdew”), 4 p.m. Thursday. 

WHAT’S NEW?

“The Speckled Beauty: A Dog and His People”
by Rick Bragg (Knopf): In “All Over but the
Shoutin’ ” and other memoirs, Bragg has
treated readers to a cast of human characters
in Calhoun County, Ala. When cancer treatment
landed him back there, in his mother’s base-
ment, Bragg found his first canine character, a
bedraggled Australian shepherd with few good
qualities and plenty of bad ones. Their love
story is one for the ages — bring your Kleenex.

“The Wish” by Nicholas Sparks (Grand Central
Publishing): This bestselling author — with
more than 100 million books sold — is back
with another one that will “tug at readers’
heartstrings,” says the Chicago Sun-Times. This
one, about “the enduring legacy of first love,” is
about Maggie Dawes, who meets fellow teen
Bryce Trickett in a village on North Carolina’s
Outer Banks in 1996. Fast-forward to 2019 and
Dawes is looking back at her past, specifically
one particular Christmas decades earlier. You
had us at “Christmas.”

A
nthony Doerr’s “All
the Light We Can-
not See” won the
Pulitzer Prize for
fiction in 2015. His

new book, “Cloud Cuckoo
Land,” follows three storylines
and five protagonists. It en-
compasses the past, present
and future.

To structure his new plot,
Doerr reached into the distant
past. 

“Antonius Diogenes was a
writer in Greece about 1,800
years ago,” said Doerr, who
lives in Idaho with his wife and
two sons. “I thought it would
be fun to try to design my
novel in the spirit of his, so I
invented pieces of writing that
Diogenes could have written
and then built a whole novel
around them. It soon became
a big, globe-trotting tale. It’s
full of interlocking stories,
divided into 24 sections: my
own attempt at a literary
mashup that drew inspiration
from dozens of genres.

“We don’t know much
about Diogenes because all of
his books have been lost. We
do know that he wrote a very
long tale — many scholars call
it a novel — titled ‘The Won-
ders Beyond Thule.’ Appar-
ently, it borrowed from both
scholarly and folksy sources,
mashed up existing genres
and may have included the
first literary voyage to outer
space.”

Doerr, Richard Powers and
Lauren Groff are among this
year’s nominees on the Na-
tional Book Awards’ fiction
longlist, which also includes
Honorée Fanonne Jeffers’ epic
debut novel, “The Love Songs
of W.E.B. Du Bois,” already an
Oprah Winfrey selection and
finalist for the Kirkus Prize. 

Awards judges will narrow
the lists on Oct. 5, and win-
ners, each of whom receive
$10,000, will be announced Nov.
17 at a ceremony in Manhat-
tan. 

Warwick’s and the Uni-
versity of San Diego’s College
of Arts and Sciences will pre-
sent Doerr this Friday at 7
p.m. This is a ticketed event. 

Q:What’s the theme of
your book?

A:If there’s a single theme
in “Cloud Cuckoo Land,”

it’s connection. No matter how
separate we might seem —
whether by culture, space or
time — we are all connected to
each other, to our ancestors, to
our great-grandchildren and
to the other species with which
we share this planet.

Q:Please describe one
trait your diverse char-

acters have in common.

A:They’re all deeply curi-
ous. They all act, ulti-

mately, with great decency
and courage, and they all love
stories. I chose these traits
because I wanted to show that
even characters with the
seemingly smallest parts to
play in history can signifi-
cantly affect lives in the future.

Q:What was your favorite
era to write?

A:Probably the distant
past. Omeir, for exam-

ple, is a boy growing up in the
15th century in the mountains
of what we would now call
Bulgaria. His is a world where
every event, from a thunder-
storm to the birth of a calf,
throbs with supernatural
meaning. I loved researching
and imagining his life: trying
to conjure up the richness,
color, superstitions and my-
thologies of his day-to-day
existence.

Q:Of your five main pro-
tagonists, who was the

most challenging to write?

A:Probably Anna, a young
girl growing up in Con-

stantinople in the 1440s. Every
time she turned around, I had
to go scurrying back into
research. What did she wear
on her feet? What did she eat
for breakfast? How con-
strained would her life be? It
would take me months to
write a single scene.

Q:Konstance is a charac-
ter in the future. Why is

she relevant?

A:Since my goal was to
dramatize how a single

copy of an ancient text tumbles
through time — like a ball
bouncing down through the
pegs of one of those Plinko
boards on “The Price Is Right”
— I knew early on that I wanted
to show how Diogenes’ text
resonated in the past, present
and future. If Konstance isn’t
there, in our future, as a reader,
then all the previous characters’
stewardship would have felt less
relevant.

Q:Why did you dedicate
this book to librarians?

A:Each of the five protago-
nists, at some point in his

or her life, has a meaningful
relationship with a 
librarian. 

Along the way, I hope a
reader will see and feel how
librarians can serve as the
ultimate stewards of culture.
They are guardians, protec-
tors, custodians and teachers
of human memory.

Q:What did your editing
process look like for this

book?

A:I finished a draft in
March of 2020, then

spent the entire pandemic
editing the novel. There was
plenty of cutting, of course, but
also a good deal of addition.
My editor wanted to see more
of Konstance’s relationship
with her father, for example,
and Seymour’s relationship
with his mother, so I spent
months expanding and deep-
ening those sections.

Q:Anything you’d like to
add?

A:My wife’s sister lives in a
home for individuals

with intellectual disabilities in
San Diego, so we travel there
often. From Warwick’s to the
Central Library to The Book
Catapult, I cannot think of a
better city for a person who
loves to read and loves to be
outside.

Davidson is a freelance writer. 

ALEX HECHT THE NEW YORK TIMES

Making connections
in ‘Cloud Cuckoo Land’

Pulitzer winner Anthony Doerr reaches to the past and springs forward in latest novel
BY DENISE DAVIDSON

“Cloud Cuckoo Land”
by Anthony Doerr 
(Scribner, 2021; 640 pages)

Author Anthony Doerr won a Pulitzer Prize for his novel “All the Light We Cannot See.” 

Warwick’s and USD
present Anthony Doerr
When: 7 p.m. Friday

Where: Shiley Theatre, University
of San Diego, 5998 Alcala Park,
Linda Vista

Tickets: $30 (includes a copy 
of the book)

COVID-19 protocol: USD requires
all off-campus visitors to provide
proof of vaccination as well as
indoor face coverings.

Phone: (858) 454-0347

Online: warwicks.com


