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Turkish 
earthquake 
musings 

The Tu Bishvat earthquake in Turkey 
reminded one of the principle: “No trouble 
comes to the world except on behalf of 
Yisroel” (Yevamos 63) - “in order to frighten 
them to repent” (Rashi). 

“In an instant they die in the middle of 
the night, the people quake and they pass 
away” (Iyov 34). R.Mendel Kessin speculates 
that the Turkish earthquake was an act of 
din connected to the Armenian genocide 
of 1915, where one million were marched 
to death in the Syrian Desert. When Tokyo 
was destroyed by an earthquake in 1923, 
killing 60,000, the Chofetz Chayim did not 
stop speaking about it for ten years, saying 
that it was a sign for his generation to mend 
its ways. He passed away in 1933, the year 
Hitler came to power.

A major earthquake strikes the Levant 
every century. Tzefas, Tiveria, Yerushalayim 
and Chevron lie on the Dead Sea Rift 
Transform fault system on the boundary 
of the African and Arabian tectonic 
plates. We hope to the Bas Ayin’s promise 
that the 1759 and 1837 earthquakes that 
levelled Tzefas, will never be repeated. 
“You have made the land quake, You have 
torn it open; heal its fragments, for it totters” 
(Tehillim 60), “The earth is utterly broken, 
the earth is utterly split apart, the earth is 
violently shaken” (Yeshaya 24).

An earthquake is a lesson in yiroh and 
pachad, and is a hint of a future one during 
the War of Gog and Magog: “Surely on that 
day there will be a great shaking in the 
Land of Israel; so that the fishes of the sea, 
the fowls of the heaven, the beasts of the 
field, all the creeping things and all the men 
that are on the face of the earth will shake 
at My presence; and the mountains will be 

overthrown, the cliffs will topple and every 
wall will collapse” (Yechezkel 38). “I will 
gather all the nations against Jerusalem to 
battle...the city will be captured... the Mount 
of Olives will split apart...you will flee like 
you fled before the earthquake in the days 
of Uzziah, King of Yehudah” (Zechariah 14).

In the ‘Advanced Potential Model’ of 
physics (where the universe “knows” 
what is going to happen ahead of time, 
and cause-and- effect can be reversed), and 
by Mach’s Principle, earthquakes can be 
viewed as being due to stresses and strains 
within the rotating universe which causes a 
corresponding strain build-up in the Earth. 
Once the universe’s strain snaps, the Earth 
slips and the earthquake happens, usually 
along a weak point like a fault, and the 
universe adjusts its rotation rate accordingly.

“Hashem sends earthquakes when he sees 
places of amusement and entertainment 
overly flourishing, while the Temple lies a 
heap of dust and ashes” (Yerushalmi Brochos 
9)! 

  AMNON GOLDBERG
  TZEFAS

 

Women’s 
concerts

 
Kudos for publishing letters about the recent 
Bracha Jaffe concert in London, which I 
know has touched some raw nerves. As I 
was listening to the leining a few weeks ago 
on Shabbos Beshalach, the words ‘Va’taan 
lahem Miriam’ struck me. After the men had 
finished their Shira and given thanks to 
Hashem, the women too wanted to feel that 
same spirituality and give thanks to Hashem 
for the chessed He had done in taking them 
out of Mitzrayim. And Miriam Haneviah 
herself - no less – led the women in singing 

and dancing. I wonder if Miriam had dared 
to do that in a public setting in our days, 
would there have been notices about her 
behaviour, or worse, would she have been 
put in Cherem? 

ELIYAHU COLMAN
LONDON NW4

Prolonged 
chuppahs 

Elozor Reich’s correspondence last week 
concerning prolonged chuppahs due to 
excessive music and singing hit the nail on 
the head if ever a letter to the J.T. did. 

Just the day before reading his comments, 
my wife told me of a chuppah she had 
just attended where this very situation 
occurred, much to the frustration (and due 
to the bitterly cold weather, frustration!) of 
many of the attendees.

I think the root of this problem lies 
with many people being ignorant of the 
concept of “tirche d’tzibburah” -irritating 
the community- which is mentioned several 
times in Shulchan Aruch.  Halacha dictates 
when and when not to roll up a Sefer Torah 
prior and during leining, and several other 
instances concerning piyutim if time is 
running late. This is all so that the tzibbur 
should not be unnecessarily kept waiting. 

A baal tefillah on Shabbos or Yom Tov must 
be aware of not prolonging his davening if 
the tzibbur wish to end earlier. This certainly 
does not  concern the weekdays where the 
vast majority of minyanim anyway daven 
at high speed, but strangely, to me at least, 
when it comes to chuppahs and chasunahs 
baalei simcha seem to have all the time in the 
world, often at the expense of their guests.

Being by nature one who greatly dislikes 
people waiting for me, I fully understand 
what “tirche d’tzibburah” is all about and 
I’m constantly aware of it. In the days when 

public phone booths were available it always 
disturbed me when I noticed just one person 
waiting their turn outside, so I would then try 
to end my call as soon as possible just so that 
I was no longer being waited for. If I knew 
that my call would be prolonged I would go 
out of my way to find a place where there 
were several booths situated together. Then 
I would not feel that it was just me who was 
the cause of other people having to wait. 

May we all make and enjoy attending- 
many simchas in good health in a sensible 
way.

YANKEL BAS 
ANTWERP

In response to Mr Reich’s letter concerning 
music at chuppahs, I must say that I do not 
agree. I feel that the music adds a lot to the 
emotion and simcha of the occasion.

Be that as it may, one thing I disapprove of 
is the photographer (nowadays often more 
than one) buzzing around inside the chuppah 
during the ceremony, negatively impacting 
on what should be a solemn, holy occasion.

What do other readers think?
GITEL KOSKY(MRS)

BY EMAIL

Music at chuppahs and chasunahs in 
general is a thorny subject for me. My ears, 
like everyone else’s, are very sensitive to loud 
noise, and I believe the noise level at these 
simchas has contributed in some way to the 
tinnitus with which I suffer constantly. 

For the sake of our health I would make it 
mandatory that all music at simchas should 
be acoustic rather than amplified.  I appreciate 
this would require a complete change of  
planning for chasunahs, but I recall articles in 
your paper in previous years warning of the 
dangers to our ears of being exposed to loud 
music on a regular basis. 

We have to act now!
H MOSKOVITZ

BY EMAIL

ObjectsObjects

Judith Moller

The objects which surround us have added value,
Beyond their usefulness or worth.
They have a context. When were they purchased? By whom?
Some objects are acquired out of necessity,
In some, a great effort is invested and years of saving,
Some come as presents and others are inherited,
Do the dead delight in being remembered?

In our home there are objects which seem to have a soul.
Whenever my eyes rest on them, I recall someone who is no more.
Through them a person who had passed on is still present.
When a person disappears from view he remains in our memory,

The objects which had a connection with him, 
Strengthen his presence in our consciousness,
He continues to exist in the collective family memory,
Unto the second and the third generation.

My uncle was an artist, his drawings decorate our home,
When I lift up my eyes, even accidentally,
They come to rest on his works,
Then I feel the impressive presence of my uncle,
As do my children and theirs, as though he is alive among us,
May his soul rest in peace.                      .ת.נ.צ.ב.ה


