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Choice to play comparison game is ours to make

irst off, a little
Fintroduction. Iam
the new pastor at

Grace United Methodist
Church in Pequot Lakes.
To be fair, not so new
anymore as I’ve been in
the area since the end of
June.

One of the things that
I hear often from my
congregation members is
how sorry they are that
coming to this position
at this time has to be so
hard. It has become such
a common conversation
that my automatic
answer is, “It’s fine,
times are hard for
everyone right now.”

It’s true, and it may
be the one thing that
everyone can agree on.
In these uncertain COVID
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times, everyone has
faced some hard days.

I can’t even fall back
on the “woe is me”
card too much, because
every pastor I know
is in a challenging
season. There are a ton
of resources for every
situation that might
occur in the church, but
a primer on pastoring
in a pandemic isn’t to
be found on Amazon
(although I am sure that
someone is working on
one now).

SENIOR MEALS

There are churches
that are able to worship
in-person, some that can
only do so online, and
some that have not been
able to offer any type
of worship service at all
now that the weather
has turned colder. On
the outside looking in,
it is too easy to play the
comparison game.

We all know someone
who is attending church
somewhere, in a way
that you wish that your
church was doing it.

It’s hard. We have to
remember that every
situation is not identical,
not equal, and we rarely
know the whole story.
This is the problem

with comparison - we
see only the surface,

The Senior Nutri-
tion Program still offers
a nutritionally balanced
meal at 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day-Friday in Pine River
and Crosslake, but people
must pick them up at the
door at Heartland Apart-
ments, 445 Snell Ave., in
Pine River, or have meals
delivered by Meals on
Wheels.

To order a meal or
Meals on Wheels in Pine
River, call 218-587-
2921. To order a meal by
noon a day in advance or
for Meals on Wheels in

v

Crosslake, call 218-692-
4271.

The suggested volun-
tary donation is $5 per
meal for those over 60
and $7.15 for those under
60. Menus are subject to
change.

Meals are served with
bread, margarine and
low-fat milk.

Dec. 14-18

Monday

Meatloaf, baked potato
with sour cream, roasted
tomato, cinnamon apples.

Tuesday

Hamburger with bun,

potato wedges, green

peas, raspberry dream
cake.
Wednesday

Chicken and noodles,
roasted beets and car-
rots, fruit, dinner roll, ice
cream.

Thursday

Pot roast with gravy,
mashed potatoes, green
and wax beans, bread-
stick, pudding.

Friday

Baked pork chop,
mashed potatoes with
gravy, mixed vegetables,
mandarin oranges.

Virtual presentation on avoiding
COVID-19 scams, fraud set Dec. 9

Cuyuna Area Connections will
present a virtual learning opportu-
nity “Avoiding COVID-19 Scams and
Fraud” from noon to 1 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 9.

Presentation topics include why the
coronavirus pandemic presents an
opportunity for scammers, the most
common types of scams they will
engage in and how to protect oneself
and loved ones.

To watch the Zoom online presenta-
tion, visit https://bit.ly/33UdiG3 start-
ing at 11:45 a.m. Wednesday; or join
by dialing 312-626-6799, meeting ID
890 1092 5809, passcode 579429.

Any adult who has experienced, or
knows someone who has experienced,
stress and anxiety during the coro-
navirus pandemic is encouraged to
attend the online event. The Federal
Trade Commission warns scammers
will use fear during the pandemic
to deceive consumers and steal their
money or sensitive information.

Cuyuna Area Connections is one of
four pilot programs in Minnesota of
the Silos to Circles Age Well Initiative.

For more information, contact Cassie
Carey at 218-821-6975 or careycon-
sulting34@gmail.com.

forgetting that success
is shared more than
struggle.

Last week, I awoke
to news that a historic
church in New York
City had been destroyed
by fire. Last month,

I learned of a small
church in western
Minnesota that had
worshipped and closed
their doors for the last
time, as too many older
churches have.

It is in these moments
that I am so grateful
for my own church
that, while not open for
in-person worship, is
still alive and will be
here on the other side
of the health crisis. If I
compare the difficulties
of maintaining a sense

of community and
creating meaningful
worship experiences
remotely to the death of
a church through cycle
or crisis, I will take the
situation that many of
us are in.

There is a verse from
Romans 8 that is cited
often during times of
hardship and struggle.
From the Message
Bible, “That’s why I
don’t think there’s any
comparison between the
present hard times and
the coming good times.”
Paul is speaking of the
suffering that all of us
endure throughout our
lives here on earth. It is
not meant to diminish
suffering, but to remind
us of the glory to come.

Although there is a
great deal that is out of
our hands, the choice
to play the comparison
game is ours. I pray that
we make wise choices.

I pray that this time of
struggle may bring us a
sense of value, strength
and most especially
wonder.

We are in the season
of Advent. This should
be a time of wonder and
anticipation for the joy
to come!

May we be wary of
comparison stealing our
joy in a time that it is
needed the most.

Be the light! Spread
joy!

Jen Matthees is pastor at

Grace United Methodist Church in
Pequot Lakes.

in Hackensack.

the tree.

People interested in supporting
Faith in Action for Cass County’s
services to people in need can make
a donation and have an ornament
placed on the Angel Tree in the office

Donations made to Faith in Action
before the holidays can be dedicated
“in honor of” or “in memory of”
someone. These dedications are writ-
ten on angel ornaments that decorate

Faith in Action for Cass Coun-
ty continues to make a difference
in central Minnesota during this
COVID-19 pandemic. To date in 2020,

Support Faith in Action by donating to Angel Tree

94 volunteers have served 331 people
in Cass County, primarily the elder-
ly, disabled and families in need,
according to a news release. These
volunteers provided more than 2,200

rides, delivered more than 4,000

home meals to rural areas, and spent
more than 450 hours building ramps
and helping with chores and home
modifications to help people stay in
their homes and communities.

For more information, to share a

name of someone in need or to vol-
unteer, contact Faith in Action at
218-675-5435 or cassfia@uslink.net.
Visit faithinactioncass.com.

Essentia Health has
launched a new feature
making it easier and more
convenient to schedule a
COVID-19 test.

Patient-initiated test-
ing, which means a
patient can determine
for themselves that
they want to be tested
for COVID-19, can be
accessed through the
COVID Testing icon in
MyChart/MyHealth on
any smart device.

MyChart/MyHealth

is a secure web-based

or mobile application
tool that provides con-
venient, 24/7 access to
an individual’s personal
health. It allows patients
to communicate with
their care team, access
portions of their medical
records and more.
Patients must have
a MyChart/MyHealth
account to  access

patient-initiated test-
ing. If you do not have
a  MyChart/MyHealth
account, you can sign up
at EssentiaHealth.org by

Essentia Health allows patients
to initiate COVID-19 test

clicking the MyHealth
button in the upper right
corner, by downloading
the mobile app, MyChart,
from your app store or
ask for assistance at
your next appointment.

Not only is it easier
to initiate a test, it also
shows a patient’s results
as soon as the test is
done in the lab.

An E-Visit is another
option to easily access a
COVID-19 test.

For more information,
visit EssentiaHealth.org.

AREA CHURCHES

BACKUS OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY HACKENSACK MERRIFIELD UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Breezy Point City Hall Community Room Tiny Sprouts Daycare « 218-515-0969
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 218-829-7596 HEARTLAND BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH s UL org
Hwy. 64 off Cass Co. #2 4621 Birch Lake Rd NW « 218-675-6000 OF THE NAZARENE HOUSE OF PRAYER, INC.
BACKUS CHURCH OF CROSSLAKE Lighthouse 21704 County Rd 3 - 218-829-7536 120 Brown St - 218-587-2613
THE NAZARENE EVANGELICAL FREE hmerrifieldnazchurch.org JUBILEE CHRISTIAN
618 State Hwy 371 NW « PO Box 41 CROSSLAKE CHRISTIAN 224 State 371 N + 218-675-5882 FELLOWSHIP
218-947-4243 ASSEMBLY OF GOD www.thelighthousehackensack.com N ISSWA Meets at the Senior Center
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN (LCMS) 13919 Cty Rd 36 * 218-692-4673 SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHRIST COMMUNITY 218-562-5664

www.crosslakechristian.com 300 1st St N « 218-675-6101

603 State Hwy 371 NW PO Box 12 24646 Hazelwood Drive * 218-963-2626

218-947-4182 « www.emmanuelbackus.org ;IZ%?‘QCI;LA;}:; I;EA:}R;T 208 Sse_lvetnéT'dAty 2?23?5085 christcommunitychurchnisswa.com P I N E R I VE R
LAKESIDE BAPTIST S T 2T ST, PAULYS LUTHERAN LUTHERAN CHURCH BAPTIST
125 Church Lane » 218- 947-4955 WWw.crossTarecainolic.com : OF THE CROSS CR 2 - 2 blocks W of 371 + 218-587-2684

MISSION OF THE CROSS
LUTHERAN (LCMS)
13716 CR 103 » 218- 692-4228
www.missionofthecross.org
CROSSLAKE
EVANGELICAL FREE

220 3rd St. « 218-675-6335
stpaulselcahackensack.org
UNION CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
401 Lake Ave. E « 218-675-6300
www.unioncchackensack

5064 County Road 13
218-963-2564 « www.lccnisswa.org
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CATHOLIC
218-963-1119
www.ourladylakes.com

THE JOURNEY

FAITH ASSEMBLY OF GOD
510 First St N « 218-587-2109
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
10973 County Rd 1 » 218-543-4878
FIRST LUTHERAN ELCA

www.lakesidebaptistchurch-backus.org
PINE MOUNTAIN GOSPEL
Located at the Old Backus School Building
218-838-1123

309 N 2nd St - 218-587-2316
B RAI N E RD 37218 County Rd 66 5459 Co Rd 18, Nisswa * 218-963-2663 Maple Hill Lutheran
AFLC GOOD SHEPHERD 218-692-4141 - www.crosslakeefc.org JENKINS www.thejourneynisswa.org 3986 44th St SW » 218-270-3016
CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN (ELCA) TIMBERWOOD MILDRED BIBLE CHAPEL
FREE LUTHERAN 35960 CR 66 - 218-692-3682 CHURCH OF GOD 23084 Hwy 371 - 218-067-8868 218-587-2562
5878 Pine Beach Rd (CR 77), Brainerd www crosslakelutheran.com 218-851-3963 www.timberwoodchurch.org OUR LADY OF LOURDES
218-824-3052 CROSSLAKE PRESBYTERIAN LEGACY CHURCH CATHOLIC CHURCH

www.goodshepherdfreelutheran.church
CHURCH ON THE WISE ROAD

33040 Aspenwood Drive « 612-300-5909
legacychurchmn@gmail.com

PEQUOT LAKES

203 2nd St N + 218-587-4203
www.ourladylakes.com

14444 Daggett Pine Road
218-692-4769

10345 Wise Rd. 11 « 218-829-4673 . GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN (LCMS) PINE RIVER UNITED
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE v crosslakepresbyterian-org LAKE SHORE 30701 Patriot Ave. - 218-568-5668 METHODIST
2530 Johnson Rd EMILY LIVING SAVIOR GZ%?SCZEPUNITED METHODIST 348 Barclay Ave * 218-587-4091
218-829-9005 » www.brainerdnaz.org atriot Ave. « 218-568-5755 RIVERVIEW
LIVING WORD NORTH CORNERSTONE LUTHERAN (LCMS) www.graceumcpequotiakes.org 310 Norway Avenue * 218-587-2021
2380 Hwy 371 North » 218.820-0612 CHRISTIAN CHURCH 8327 Interlachen Rd  218-963-9733 O;g)gsiﬁw?gt .Szl;g'ggig{%N riverviewchurchpr.org
www livingwordrnorth.org 41563 Birchwood Dr., Emily www.livingsaviorchurch.org ron 000~ WHISPERING PINES

http://oursaviorspl.org

GOOD SAMARITAN CHAPEL

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC - EMIL;&?;S%% CHURCH LONGVILLE PEQUOT LAKES BAPTIST 518 Jefferson Ave « 218-587-4423
16898 Carlson Lake Rd + 218-828-7738 . 30050 Rasmussen Road * 218-568-4794
218-763-2510 LONGVILLE COMMUNITY WHITEFISH COMMUNITY

www.plbconline.com

PLEASANT HILL COMMUNITY

6876 CR 1+ 218-543-4878

EMILY WESLEYAN CHURCH 194 School Ln « 218-363-2750

BREEZY POINT

40141 State Hwy 6 * 218-763-4673 www.longville.com/churches.html 3340 72nd St NW « 218-568-5289 OSSI P E E
EAGLES NEST www.emilywesleyan.com SALEM LUTHERAN ST. ALICE’S CATHOLIC
6714 County Road 11 » 218-568-5252 EMILY UNITED METHODIST 1340 Cty Rd 5 + 218-363-2011 30918 Rasmussen Road * 218-568-4760 OSSIPEE COMMUNITY

www.eaglesnestmn.org 39994 White Pine St « 218-763-2122 www.salemlongville.org www.ourladylakes.com County Rd 3 & 109 + 218-829-3841

Toll Free

877.692.1522

Precision CNC Turning, Milling,
Lasercutting, Fabrication and Assembly

Phone (218) 568-8069  Jenkins, MN

Pequot Lakes, MN

568-5888

Assisted Living « Skilled Nursing « Home Care
Retirement Apts. « Therapy Services « Hospice
+« MEMORY CARE HOMES «
Bethany ‘Woodland Pine River
829-1407 829-1429 587-4423
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Funeral Home & Crematory
1-800-821-4755 « Brainerd




