
By Travis Grimler

The Jenkins City Coun-
cil took a step to pro-
vide advanced warning 
concerning the condi-
tion of a road to anyone 
purchasing land in the 
Summer Creek section of 
the city during a council 
meeting Monday, April 
12.

Council members are 
concerned that those 
buying and developing 
land in that area may 
not be fully aware of the 
condition of the road to 
access parcels there. The 
council approved the 
plat of that section in 
2004, when the city did 
not require developers’ 
agreements or bonds to 
ensure that developed 
property met specific 
requirements.

As a result, the road 
accessing many of the 
properties in Summer 
Creek is not built to 
city standards, nor does 
the city recognize it as 
a road. For that reason, 
the council approved a 
notice of plat status for 
Summer Creek. It reads:

“You are hereby put 
on notice that the City 
of Jenkins approved the 

plat of Summer Creek 
in 2004. At that time, 
the city did not require 
a developer’s agreement 
or bond to assure that all 
improvements depicted 
in said plat would be 
constructed. More spe-
cifically, Summer Creek 
Circle has not been con-
structed and anyone 
buying a lot within this 
plat expected to use that 
street for access is now 
on notice that the city 
has no plans to assist 
with construction of that 
street.”

The notice of plat sta-
tus ensures that buyers 
are aware of the condi-
tion of the road before 
they purchase land on 
Summer Creek Circle. 
Mayor Jon Lubke said 
there have been past 
issues where residents 
in other sections of the 
city purchased property 
with the belief that the 
access to that property 
was constructed, main-
tained and recognized by 
the city as a proper street 
only to find out other-
wise later.

This notice of plat 
status will have to be 
disclosed to any future 
buyers on Summer Creek 

Circle.
Resident Jeff Wool-

ey spoke during public 
comment concerning 
Summer Creek Circle as 
well. He said an attempt 
to develop the land in 
that area many years ago 
failed because the coun-
cil then required the road 
to have two access points 
so that in the event of 
an emergency the road 
would not be blocked off 
if an emergency vehicle 
parked there.

Clerk Krista Okerman 
said she was unable to 
find any record of that 
ruling; however, it may 
be the case that this 
neighborhood went by 
a different name at one 
time. She agreed to do 
more research into the 
matter.

‘Slum and blight’
The council heard 

comment from resident 
Jason Baca, who owns 
a property on the cor-
ner of Second Street and 
Highway 371, concern-
ing the city’s applica-
tion to the Small Cities 
Development Program. 
Baca addressed the city’s 
designation of a “slum 
and blight” zone in the 

city, which has attract-
ed opposition in recent 
monthly meetings.

Baca said such a des-
ignation could be used 
in eminent domain cases 
in the future. This is a 
concern that has been 
brought up at past meet-
ings as well. Baca asked 
each council mem-
ber whether they think 
his property is a slum, 
which they said they did 
not. He then said they 
only made the designa-
tion for the money and 
complained about what 
he called entitlement 
programs.

According to a presen-
tation by John Schumer, 
of the Brainerd Hous-
ing and Redevelopment 
Authority, at a Feb. 14 
council meeting, the 
designation is only on 
record with the applica-
tion for the program and 
in city council minutes. 
It is not applied to any 
form of property records.

The designation is, 
however, necessary 
to qualify the city for 
a chance to be included 
in the program, which 
could provide forgivable 
loans for the improve-
ment of qualified resi-

dential and commercial 
properties. Similar pro-
grams have been used in 
many area cities.

It is unclear if desig-
nation for this program 
has actually been abused 
for eminent domain as 
no example of a desig-
nation such as for the 
Small Cities Develop-
ment Program has been 
presented.

In other business 
Monday, the council:

Agreed to work with 
the Pequot Lakes Dia-
mond Club to make the 
city baseball fields more 
accessible to intermedi-
ate level games. The field 
currently is set up exclu-
sively for younger play-
ers; however, the club 
wished to work with the 
city to make the field 
qualify for intermediate 
level games by installing 
70-foot bases and a por-
table pitching mound at 

an appropriate location.
The council agreed so

long as it did not impede
the use of the field by
groups that currently 
use the field. Because 
the club is offering 
manpower and equip-
ment for updating the 
field, the city would only 
have a $2,600 share of
the costs, with that cost 
associated with bringing 
in dirt.

Approved renewing 
the Pequot Lakes Fire
Department contract 
for service. An increase 
in cost is anticipated in 
a year, but the current 
contract did not change.

Agreed to install two
stop signs and a speed 
limit sign on Cemetery 
Road to eliminate issues 
of speeding.

Travis Grimler may be reached at 
218-855-5853 or travis.grimler@
pineandlakes.com. Follow him on 
Facebook and on Twitter at www.

twitter.com/@PEJ_Travis.
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The Pequot Lakes Patriot speech team 
saw five students place at the subsection 
tournament Saturday, April 10. Those stu-
dents now advance to the Section 6A Speech 
Tournament.

Placing at the tournament for Pequot 
Lakes were:

Discussion: Mollie Pierson, first; Bryce 

Fabian, second; Jim Johanneck, third.
Extemporaneous speaking: Megan 

Buffington, first.
Informative: Sonja Palmer, fourth.

Sections will take place Saturday, April 
17, and will be done virtually. The top three 
in each category will advance to the state 
tournament.

5 Patriots head to section speech tournament

Johanneck Buffington Pierson PalmerFabian

By Nancy Vogt

Pequot Lakes area residents 
and business owners are being 
asked to complete an online 
survey about broadband inter-
net service.

Mayor Tyler Gardner talked 
about the initiative through 
CTC at the Tuesday, April 6, 
Pequot Lakes City Council 
meeting. The initiative reach-
es out to Pequot Lakes, Breezy 
Point and Jenkins, as well 
as Ideal, Pelican and Jenkins 
townships.

The goal is to get residents’ 
and businesses’ thoughts 
about broadband service 
and whether the communi-
ties support better fiber optic 
broadband services. The belief 
is that the best approach to 

improve service is through a 
larger coalition of area com-
munities and locations.

Gardner said the initiative is 
preliminary, and grant fund-
ing would be needed.

City Administrator Rich 
Spiczka said internet speed is 
becoming increasingly more 
important for telecommuters 
and homebuyers.

CTC has partnered with a 
coalition that would be inter-
ested in pursuing better 
broadband services if commu-
nities support that. The survey 
is the first step to determine 
the demand to improve con-
nectivity in these areas.

The next step would be to 
estimate the cost to build a 
fiber optic network in the 
northern lakes area and to 
identify potential fund-
ing sources. Those sources 
could include state and fed-
eral grants, city and township 
financing, and funding by CTC 
or other entities.

The survey is available 
at: https://www.goctc.com/

northernlakes/ 
In other business April 6, 

the council:
Amended the official zon-

ing map to rezone a 10.77-acre 
tract of land consisting of 53 
residential lots and three out-
lots from “transition residen-
tial” to “urban residential.” 
The property contains eight 
privately owned single-fam-
ily dwellings and a city park, 
Trailside North Park, and is 
accessed via Isabelle Drive and 
Paul Circle.

Agreed to have council 
member Dan Ronning serve 
on the Patriot Avenue Rede-
sign Committee with coun-
cil member Scott Pederson. 
This visioning/brainstorming 
committee includes a variety 
of community members.

Learned firefighters Lillie 
Pearo (3.5 years) and Adam 
Casanova (eight months) 
resigned from the fire depart-
ment.

Firefighters had eight calls 
in February, including mutual 
aid standby at the Pine River 

Fire Hall; a controlled burn 
reported in Poplar Township; 
assist at a personal injury 
accident, structure fire from 
thawing water pipes in wall, 
structure fire (house and 
garage), fire alarm canceled 
enroute and agency assist at 
a snowmobile accident (can-
celed), all in Pequot Lakes; 
and strong propane smell in 
Jenkins.

Approved $6,700 for 
Braun Intertec to do testing 
in relation to the Larsen Park-
way project. Work has started 
on that project and it is on 
schedule. Larsen Parkway is a 
new road that will go south off 
Derksen Road into the Heart 
of the Good Life development, 
which is located between the 
Paul Bunyan Trail and the 
four-lane Highway 371 south 
of the city’s business park.

Heard from resident Jack 
Schmidt, who addressed the 
council regarding sewer and 
water availability fees. Dis-
cussion was held.

Agreed to write a let-

ter of support for Commu-
nity Action of Pequot Lakes to
include in an application for a
Five Wings Arts Council grant 
to paint a mural on the side
of the Speedway building on
West Lake Street.

Students would design the 
mural, and students and com-
munity members would paint
it at no cost to the city.

Talked about establishing 
council bylaws, as proposed 
by Gardner, so those run-
ning meetings have a written 
guideline to keep meetings on 
task. Council consensus was
not to have rigid rules. Spiczka 
will design a draft.

Met in closed session to 
discuss litigation from former 
employee Chad Turcotte relat-
ed to his employment with the
city, and to discuss develop-
ing or considering offers or 
counteroffers to buy property 
permanent easements on Ras-
mussen Road.

Nancy Vogt may be reached at 218-855-
5877 or nancy.vogt@pineandlakes.com. 

Follow her on Facebook and on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/@PEJ_Nancy.

Pequot Lakes seeks better broadband service
Survey offered 
to residents, 
businesses
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