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CONQUERING CORONAVIRUS
EVERYDAY HEROES

THE HILL SPECIAL REPORT

By Rep. Mark Green (R-Tenn.)

I n difficult times like this, as humans we in-
stinctively start to turn inward. It’s natural. We 
want to protect ourselves and our own families 

first from whatever that outside danger is — in this 
case, the coronavirus.

But our health care workers and first responders 
do the exact opposite. While we are sheltering in 
place and retreating from the risk, they advance to-
ward it, putting themselves out on the literal front 
line of this battle. Daily. They continue to risk their 
own health for the sake of vulnerable Americans. 
And we are so grateful for their sacrifice.

These men and women are the heroes in America’s 
fight against the coronavirus.

As a former ER physician and special operations 
flight surgeon, I know firsthand how difficult go-
ing into that battle can be. But I also know from the 
brave men and women I served with — both in the 
emergency department and in the Army — that they 
don’t see themselves as heroes. They don’t go into 
battle — whether against a foreign enemy or a highly 
infectious virus — to prove their bravery. They do 
it out of a deep sense of love and duty to put others 
above self. This is exactly what makes them heroes.

It’s been said: Not all heroes wear capes. But today, 
many of those heroes wear masks. All of them wear a 
uniform of some kind. To the passerby, they are thou-
sands of unknown faces in hospitals, in doctors’ of-
fices, in police and fire stations, that continue to fight 
to protect us, and though we may never know all their 
names, we are so grateful for their service. We thank 

them all, because we know we cannot understand the 
depth of even one person’s total sacrifice.

We are inspired by these men and women, not just 
for what they do but for who they are. We applaud 
their selflessness because we know it is not some-
thing that happens by accident — it’s a conscious 
choice they made, to put the greater good before 
their own personal safety. When they put on their 
scrubs, or their masks, or their badges — to them, it’s 
just going to work. To us, it’s a lot more.

We also express gratitude to the family members of 
our nation’s health care workers and first respond-
ers. Often, we forget about the spouses and children 
of doctors, nurses, and health care workers — but 
their sacrifice is great, too. In the case of a global 
pandemic like this, for every doctor that comes 
home, there’s a wife who can’t kiss him without tak-
ing a little of that risk on herself. There’s a son or a 
daughter who can’t play or read books with her until 
her assignment is over, or, in some cases, until this 
virus is eradicated. That’s another kind of heroism.

In times like these, protecting our community is 
difficult, but it’s a little easier when we put others 
first. Our doctors, our nurses, our health care work-
ers and our first responders are the real heroes be-
cause they’re doing that every single day. We can’t 
thank them enough.

Green is a former ER physician, health care CEO and Army flight 
surgeon who served in Afghanistan and Iraq. He was part of the 
mission to capture Saddam Hussein, and he interviewed Hussein 
for six hours on the night of his capture. He serves on the House 
Homeland Security and Oversight and Reform committees.

By Lt. Col. Kevin Schmiegel, USMC, retired

“T hank you for your service.”
After 9/11, these words became common-

place. Our nation witnessed an outpouring 
of support and appreciation for the heroic men and women 
who responded to an attack on our homeland, and every 
May — Military Appreciation Month — we mark their ser-
vice, as well as that of those who came before and those who 
follow in their footsteps.

We are grateful. 
But this Military Appreciation Month is different: 

Today, we are once again under attack — this time by an 
invisible enemy that doesn’t recognize borders, race, 
ethnicity or socio-economic status. It’s an enemy that is 
hurting everyone.

Veterans and active-duty service members alike under-
stand precisely what it means when a doctor in New York 
City describes her emergency room as “controlled chaos” 
and a “battlefield.” We, too, have been deployed. Many of 
the front-line responders, staying in temporary housing 
— away from their families — are experiencing an aspect 
of being deployed for the first time right now. And they 
deserve our thanks for that sacrifice. 

We invite all veterans, service members and their 
families to join us this Military Appreciation Month 
and pay gratitude forward with our #Courage4Heroes  
campaign. We are a collective of military and veteran 
nonprofit organizations, and together we are issuing a 
call to action again to America: Ensure that those who 
are fighting this pandemic feel the outpouring of support 
they deserve from a grateful nation. 

Our coalition includes these military-focused organiza-
tions: The Mission Continues, Wounded Warrior Project, 
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, Bunker Labs, 
Student Veterans of America, Elizabeth Dole Foundation, 
National Military Family Association and Team Rubicon.

We are uniting to work toward a greater good, reaching 
more individuals together than we ever could alone. Join us 
by visiting operationgratitude.com/pay-it-forward. People 
throughout the country, and indeed, throughout the world, 
want to see collaborative efforts to address the issues associ-
ated with this pandemic. 

Our goal is to have 1 million handwritten letters of ap-
preciation. It is a tremendous opportunity to unite the 
country around service, with military and veterans lead-
ing the charge and inspiring grateful Americans every-
where. 

At this moment in history, we have an extraordinary op-
portunity to demonstrate the power of partnerships. In 
the aftermath of COVID-19, we pledge to work together 
leveraging our collective resources so military and veteran 
families can continue to provide additional support to these 
front-line responders and their families. We know they 
will find themselves, when their lives return to “normal,” 
experiencing some of the same issues and challenges that 
our families experienced after 9/11 and the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, as well as the conflicts that came before. 

Schmiegel is the CEO of Operation Gratitude, the largest nonprofit in the 
country for hands-on volunteerism in support of military, veterans and first 
responders. Visit operationgratitude.com to learn more. 

A time of war against 
a different enemy

To the unknown 
heroes, thank you
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