
Unlock digital at pineandlakes.com/activate Wednesday, April 21, 2021 • $2.00

Activate your digital 
subscription that’s free as part 

of your print subscription! Visit 
pineandlakes.com/activate.

‘SKATE,‘SKATE, HOPE,  HOPE, LOVELOVE’’

Unlock diggggggggggggggital at pineeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaakes.com/////////aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaacccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiivvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttte Wednessssssdddddddddddddddddddddaaadaadaadadaaadddddddaddadddddddadaadadddddddddaddadaaadadadddddddddddddadadadaadadadddddddaddaaadadddddddddddddadddaddaaaadaadddddddddaaaaadddddddddddddaddddaddddddddadddddadaaaaddddaddaddddaaddadddddaaddddddadddddddaadaaaaaddddddaaaaaaaaaddaaaaaaaaaadddaaaaaaaaaaaddddaaaaaaaaaaaaaaadddaaaaadddaaaaaaaaaaaaaadaaaaaaaaaaaadaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaadadaaddaaayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy,yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy,yyyyyy,yyy,y,y,y,y,y,y,y,,y,y,,y,yyy,y, AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA  A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAprp il 21, 2021 • $2.00

The Aspire class - Elsa 
Beseth (left), Katrina 

Kretzman, Lacey Borders, 
Emmaline Gilson and Lily 

Goo - skate to “I Lived” on 
Saturday, April 17, during the 
Breezy Point Figure Skating 

Club’s annual show at the 
Breezy Point Ice Arena.
Nancy Vogt / Echo Journal

PEQUOT LAKES 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

PINE RIVER 
By Dan Determan

The Pequot Lakes School 
Board will no longer host a 
listening session Monday, 
April 26, to gather pub-
lic input in response to a 
video narrated by Super-
intendent Chris Lindholm 
regarding diversity and 
inclusion in the school dis-
trict.

The video garnered pub-
lic backlash earlier this 
month.

Instead, the board will 
now seek input electroni-
cally, on the advice of legal 
counsel and the Minnesota 
State School Board Asso-
ciation.

“The board has a duty 
to avoid creating a situa-
tion that presents poten-
tial legal liability to the 
district,” Board Chair Kim 
Bolz-Andolshek said dur-
ing the Monday, April 19, 
school board meeting.

“It is our attorney’s 
opinion that holding a 
meeting where several 
hundred people may attend 
to voice concerns involv-
ing employees and stu-
dents would not be consis-
tent with this duty,” she 
said. “Also, we are con-
cerned that presenters will 
make statements about 
employees or students, 
which identifies particular 
employees or students by 
name or otherwise. Doing 
so presents a risk of liabil-
ity, including for possible 
violation of state and fed-
eral data privacy law.”

Listening 
session 
about 
inclusivity 
video is now 
electronic
April 26 
meeting canceled
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By Travis Grimler and  
Dan Determan

Diehard anglers are likely in 
the know, but not everyone 
may realize that the Minne-
sota walleye and northern pike 
fishing opener does not fall 
on Mother’s Day weekend this 
year.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, 
May 9; the fishing opener fol-
lows a week later, on Saturday,  

May 15.
To many, it may seem like 

the May 15 fishing opener is 
late, but in a way it’s not.

“Technically, it used to be the 
weekend closest to the 15th,” 
said Sherree Wicktor, owner of 
S&W Bait on Highway 371 north 
of Brainerd/Baxter. “This year, 
May has five weekends and one 
is the 15th. So when you look at 
it that way, it’s right where it 
belongs.”

May 15 is the latest pos-

sible opener under Minne-
sota statute, which says the 
walleye and northern pike 
opener is the Saturday two 
weeks prior to the Saturday 
of Memorial Day weekend, 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources said in a  
news release.

Jason Erlandson, manager at 
Dave’s Sportland Bait and Tack-
le in Nisswa, said the opener 

Anglers, take note: State’s fishing  
opener is NOT on Mother’s Day weekend
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The guys better remember 
Mother’s Day is the 
weekend before. They 
better make sure they 
do flowers or whatever, 
otherwise they may have 
trouble on opener.”
SHERREE WICKTOR,  

By Travis Grimler

The dam bridge 
replacement project in 
Pine River is slated to 
start in May with a detour 
starting May 24 and last-
ing until September.

The plan is to install 
a bridge over the river 
angled farther south of 

the current location.
The detour, discussed 

at the Tuesday, April 13, 
Pine River City Council 
meeting, will close a por-
tion of Trunk Highway
84 to vehicle traffic for 
the duration of the bridge 
replacement project.  

By Matthew Guerry
Forum News Service

MINNEAPOLIS — 
Derek Chauvin has been 
found guilty on all charg-
es in the May 25, 2020, 
killing of George Floyd.

Judge Peter Cahill read 

the jury’s verdict Tues-
day, April 20, shortly 
after 4 p.m. Ex-Min-
neapolis Police officer 
Chauvin was charged 
with second- and third-
degree murder and sec-
ond-degree manslaugh-
ter in Floyd’s death.

After announcing the 
verdict, Cahill revoked 
Chauvin’s bail and 
remanded him into Hen-
nepin County sheriff’s 
custody. He was seen in a 

broadcast from inside the 
courtroom being placed 
in handcuffs and walked 
out.

The trial’s conclusion 
comes less than one year
after Chauvin and three 
other city police offi-
cers were filmed kneel-
ing on Floyd’s neck and 
back outside the Cup 
Foods convenience store 
in south Minneapolis on 

Travis Grimler / Echo Journal
The Minnesota Department of Transportation plans to 
begin a project to replace the bridge over the dam at 
Norway Brook in Pine River starting in May 2021.

REUTERS / Carlos Barria
A person reacts after the verdict in the trial of 

in the death of George Floyd, in front of Hennepin 
County Government Center, in Minneapolis on 
April 20, 2021.

Detour for Pine 
River dam project 
to start May 24
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By Nancy Vogt
Editor

Essentia Health doctors sought to 
alleviate concerns about COVID-19 
vaccines during a public webinar 
Wednesday, April 14, which included 
a segment designed to debunk what 
they called common myths sur-
rounding the vaccines.

All who spoke continued to 
emphasize the importance of receiv-
ing a COVID-19 vaccine.

Myths
Dr. Amanda Noska, infectious dis-

ease physician, addressed the fol-
lowing:

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine 
causes infertility in women.

Truth: Two Europeans with anti-
vaccination views started the myth 
and it spread on social media, Noska 
said.

“Many of you are familiar with 
the benefits and risks of social 
media disseminating scientific 
knowledge,” she said. “The joint 
statement from our United States 
American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists, as well as the 
American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine, and Society for Maternal-
Fetal Medicine, strongly suggests 
that experts in reproductive health 
continue to recommend the vaccine.

“They do not know if there’s any 
finding whatsoever in terms of the 

vaccine leading to loss of fertility or 
loss of a fetus if you are pregnant,” 
Noska said, “and we have now given 
this vaccine to literally millions of 
people and haven’t found scien-
tific relevance among childbearing 
women, and we are definitely moni-
toring for those side effects very, 
very closely.”

Myth: Vaccine development was 
rushed, so they can’t be safe.

Truth: No steps were skipped; 
some occurred simultaneously to 
accelerate the process, Noska said. 
Almost limitless resources expedit-
ed development.

There were about 75,000 partici-
pants in the Pfizer and Moderna 
trials. Extensive safety data from 
more than 150 million doses in the 
United States showed a very low risk 
of adverse reaction (0.0003%).

“There are rare side effects to 
vaccines but there’s nothing out-
side of the realm of normal,” she 
said, noting most vaccines study 
about 20,000-30,000 participants 
in any trial. “They actually didn’t 
skip any steps, but they did these 
steps simultaneously and analyzed 
the data very carefully at the end, 
despite all of the proper mecha-
nisms having been in place this 
time.”

Myth: mRNA technology is new 
and unproven.

Essentia Health experts seek 
to alleviate vaccine concerns
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Chauvin guilty on all 3 charges
Ex-police officer 
held criminally 
responsible in death 
of George Floyd


