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Whether you are a regular citizen, technical practitioner, decision-
maker or someone with the highest professional expertise, everyone 
has a role to play in sustainability. These are practices that benefit 
society, infrastructure upgrading, personal healthcare and more.

Seneca is a Canadian postsecondary institution that annually trains 
and educates more than 30,000 full-time students from more than  
150 countries. It offers more than 500 career options across multiple 
campuses in the Greater Toronto Area. “Seneca’s portfolio of science and 
technology programmes have sustainability embedded in their design,” 
says Ranjan Bhattacharya, Dean of the Faculty of Applied Science  
and Engineering Technology (FASET). “Graduates are well positioned  
to lead in industry long-term sustainability initiatives.”

Graduates from Seneca’s diverse technology programmes  
in FASET are examples of what has been described as “life-cycle 
guarantors of sustainability”. For Andrew Wickham, Green Citizen 
Project Manager in FASET: “These include building standards based  
on LEED criteria, automated systems, transportation, water and 
wastewater systems, remediation of contaminated sites and 
low-impact development technologies.”

With expertise ranging from civil and electronics engineering to 
building systems and environmental practices, they ensure that work 
meets the sustainability performance specifications for long-term use.  
In addition, FASET develops and promotes sustainability projects that 
provide intrinsic and educational value. As Seneca strives to support  
and promote the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, students are 
introduced to sustainability in many ways. “One example is the Green 
Citizen initiative from FASET, which embeds an environmental 
imperative within our academic programmes,” says Wickham. “Our 
annual Green Citizen speaker and workshop symposium recently looked 
at the necessity for resilience in the design and maintenance of both  
built and natural environments. It also celebrated how air, water and soil 
are part of a shared commonwealth of healthy environmental attributes 
supporting social enhancement goals.”

This and many other sustainable initiatives on Seneca’s campuses 
– including beehives and honey, environmental landscape planting 
and an aquaponics urban farming unit – will continue to position 
Seneca as a leader in this wide field that pushes the envelope to foster  
a brighter future.
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