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Every single
one of us
deserves a
decent life.

rrvhabitat.org

Help build the
#BelovedCommunity

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: 
SAFETY, STABILITY AND 

SELF-RELIANCE
Imagine living in a 

house or apartment unit 
built before 1990 that 
hasn’t been updated 
since its construction. 
What might that look 
like? Asbestos, mold, 
lead paint, windows 
and doors that leak 
in cold air, rodent 
nests and insects, 
inadequate plumbing or 
electrical, inconvenient 
architecture, and to 
top it off, it’s too small 
for your family and has 
awful aesthetics. Yes, 
these are all very real 
problems that low- and 
moderate- income 
households face when 
trying to find affordable 
housing options.

Older homes that 
don’t receive the care 
and updates they 
need often fall into a 
dilapidated state. Many 
of these homes become 
rentals and because 
they are dilapidated, 
their fair market value 
is low, making them 
affordable to low- and 
moderate- income 
households. In addition, 
many apartment 
buildings across the 
county designated for 
low-income and section 
8 housing voucher 
tenants are also older 
and in need of repair. 
But why do these repairs 
never happen? Lack 
of incentive from the 
owner of the rental. 
If the tenant doesn’t 
complain, there is no 
motivation to spend 
money on repairs and 
cut into profits. While 
there are state and 
federal laws regulating 
the upkeep and safety 
of rental housing, these 
laws are usually only 

enforced if a tenant 
seeks legal action, which 
is usually unaffordable 
to low- and moderate- 
income households. 
Shockingly few low- 
and moderate- income 
households are aware of 
their rights as renters 
and don’t know how to 
ask for safe and healthy 
housing repairs.

What is unhealthy 
housing? Asbestos 
and lead paint were 
outlawed in 1976 
because of the health 
effects from prolonged 
exposure such as trouble 
breathing or brain 
damage. But houses 
built before 1976 that 
haven’t been updated 
may still have these 
unhealthy chemicals in 
the home and they are 
undetectable unless the 
household can pay costly 
fees to test for and 
remove these hazardous 
materials. Rodents and 
insects can induce or 
exacerbate asthma or 
allergies in children. 
Mold also causes 
breathing problems, 
and windows and doors 
that aren’t weatherized 
can lead to increased 
instances of the common 
cold (not to mention 
higher electric bills 
which also stretch the 
household’s budget).

Unhealthy housing 
can lead to lower wealth 
for low- and moderate- 
income households 
because although the 
rent may be cheap, the 
households will now 
have to spend money on 
healthcare expenses and 
illness mitigation, while 
still living in the house 
or apartment unit that is 
causing or exacerbating 

the illness. Altogether 
with increased 
healthcare and utility 
costs, the household may 
be unable to save money 
for a downpayment on 
a home or secure safer 
rental housing.

Habitat for Humanity 
believes that everyone, 
regardless of income 
level, should have the 
opportunity to live with 
dignity in a place they 
feel safe. All Habitat for 
Humanity houses are 
built to code without 
using any harmful 
chemicals or materials. 
We ensure that all 
plumbing and electrical 
is done properly by 
licensed professionals 
and all windows and 
doors are properly 
weatherized. But we go 
one step further and 
take the time to teach 
all Habitat homeowners 
about their housing 
rights, how to recognize 
safety issues in their 
Habitat home, and how 
to fix it on their own or 
who to call if they need 
professional repair help.

Habitat for 
Humanity’s 
homeownership program 
doesn’t just provide 
a home to those who 
can’t afford a traditional 
mortgage. We teach 
safety, stability, and 
self-reliance and offer 
the opportunity for 
Habitat homeowners 
to build wealth through 
homeownership while 
owning something they 
can be proud of and feel 
safe and healthy in. To 
support our mission, 
visit our website and 
learn how you can help.
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